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Executive Summary

Title : China : WII the 20th century giant beconme a 21st century

super power ?

l. Purpose : The purpose of this paper is to examine if China
wi |l become a "superpower"” by the 21st century.

1. Thesis : Current indications are that China will becone a
maj or world power by the 21st century unless certain events sl ow
it down. What are these factors and what effect could they have
on the country.

[1: Data : \Wile the superpower of the world are reducing
their nuclear arsenal China is quietly enhancing its already
form dabl e nucl ear and conventional mlitary capability. Wth the
worl d's | argest popul ation of over a billion people China already
enjoys the status of a giant on the international scene. Yet it
is not regarded as superpower because of its inability to
i nfluence worl d events.

The country's turmultuous political history fromthe tine of
the conmmuni st revol uti on shows how changes in | eadership leads to
changes in policy and, at times, is detrinmental to the country's
progress. Its relations with the United States have inproved in
the last two decades but are still not warm enough. Recent
overtures made to it by the Soviet Union have yiel ded sone

results but are also far from desirable.
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IV : Conclusion : The country is going to face sone delays in
achieving its goals cut whatever happens to its people is bound

to affect the destiny of mankind on Earth

CHI NA: WLL THE 20t h CENTURY G ANT

BECOVE A 21st CENTURY SUPERPOVER?

QUTLI NE

Thesis Statenment : Current indications are that China will beconme a major
wor |l d power by the 21st century unless certain events slow it down. What

are these factors and what effect could they have on the country ?

I. Political situation
A. Last four decades
B. Current situation

C. Future outl ook

2. Mlitary situation
A. Current devel opnents
B. Future plans

C. Export potentia

3. Foreign Relations
A. Sino-America

B. Si no- Sovi et

4. Concl usion
A. Influence of politics on econony

B. Mlitary and social influences



CH NA : WLL THE 20th CENTURY Qd ANT

BECOVE A 21st CENTURY SUPERPONER ?

At a time when the two superpower of the world are seriously
engaged in reducing their nuclear arsenal a so-called third-world
country is quietly engaged in enhancing its already formdable
nucl ear and conventional mlitary capability. Wth the world's
| argest popul ation of over a billion people and also the world's
| argest arned forces totalling nore than four and a half mllion
men and wonen, China already enjoys the status of a giant on the
i nternational scene.

Fromthe time of the comunist revolution in 1949 the country
has made a great deal of progress. The Chinese industry has
undergone a record growth during these years especially from
1958- 72 when the average self-sufficiency in all energy forms and
has | ocat ed massive petrol eum deposits in Manchuria and of f shore.
It's coal reserves are rated to be anongst the largest in the
wor |l d and since 1980 the country has been exporting coal and
petrol eum even t hough its petrol eum deposits have only been
superficially tapped. (11: xvii)

On the agricultural front China' s progress has been equally
remarkable. It has not only achieved the capability of feeding
its vast popul ace but is even able to export sonme of the food
items that it produces. The country's hydro-electric potential is
believed to be the largest in the world and its armanent industry
has devel oped into recogni zed exporter of arns and equi pnent.
Leadi ng econonists of the world have predicted that the Chinese
econony will be the second | argest in the world by the end of the

first decade of the next century. (12:7)



Despite all these factors China is nerely regarded as a gi ant
on the international scene and not a "superpower" due to its
inability to influence world events at large. WII this 20th
century giant nerely growinto a bigger giant in the years to
come or becone a "superpower" of the 21st ? Current
indications are that it will ,indeed ,achieve the status of a
super power sometine during the 21st century unless certain events
at hone and abroad sl ow down its progress and delay this
transformation. Wat are these factors and what effect could they
have on the country ?

The first and the major factor is the political set up of the
country whi ch has undergone varying degrees of turnmoil fromthe
time the communists seized power nearly four decades age. Nobody
realizes this nore than the country's ageing statsmen Deng
Xi aopi ng who, during his long political career, had been ousted

and di sgraced no | ess than three tines.

When t he conmuni st governnent cane to power in China in 1949
one of its first acts was to sign a thirty year treaty of
friendship, alliance, and mutual assistance with the Sovi et
Union. This treaty gave the Conmuni st govennent in Peking enough
confidence to enter the Korean war six nonths later. The war and
a nmass novenent against the | ocal "bourgeois" distracted the
country's masses | ong enough for the governnent to inplenent its
first five year plan in 1953. This five year period from 1953-57
is regarded as the period of "transition to socialisni. During
these years Soviet assistance in econonic and technical spheres,
strengt hened by Sino-Soviet agreements signed in 1953-54, played

a significant role in the devel opnment of the country. (11:31)



The latter part of the fifties stretching into the early
sixties is, ironically, known as the period of the "great |eap
forward". This actually refers to the schene of Mao Zedong and
the conmmuni st party to achi eve spectacul ar progress by arousing
the masses ideologically and driving themto do their utnost for
the country. In reality, this optimstic plan did not work and
was an economic failure. It forced Mao to step down fromhis
position as the chairman of the People's Republic |eaving other
| eaders |i ke Deng Xi aoping and Liu Shaoqi to consolidate their
positions within the party. Deng, at that tinme, was regarded as a
radi cal leftist due to his support of the anti-rightist campaign
of 1957 and the founding of the people's communes in 1958. This
new | eader shi p changed the country's foreign policy from
"peaceful coexistence" to a "hard line". An aggressive propaganda
assault was conducted against the United States for its support of
Tai wan. The of fshore islands of Quenmoy and Matsu held by the
Nationalists were subjected to a nmassive artillery bonbardnent.
The Tibetan revolt of 1958 was brutally suppressed and in its
aftermath China's relations with India deteriorated as the
Chi nese accused I ndia of hardbouring the Ti betan refugees. Border
di sputes between the two countries increased the bitterness
further. On the northern front, Sino-Soviet border disputes
, Wwhi ch had been brewing for some tinme, led to the ternination of
a 1957 agreenent between the two countries by which the Soviets
were to hel p the Chinese produce their own nucl ear weapons and
m ssiles. (11: 35)

In 1962 Mao Zedong, who had been sidelined after the debacle

of the "great |eap forward" and had spent the previous two years



practically in sem -seclusion, decided to stage a coneback and
used his ability to arouse the nmasses against the "capitalist and
anti-socialist" tendencies in the country. This was the "great
cultural revolution"” of the sixties which shattered the party
organi zation fromtop to bottom Wth the seizure of power by nen
like Lin Biao and other protagonists of Mao, Deng was renoved
fromall his posts and publicly humli ated.

The cultural revolution ended in 1969 but factiona
infighting continued well into the seventies. |In Septenber 1971
however, the death of Lin Biao led to a steady decrease in the
i nfluence of the fundanentalist left wing radicals and they were
eventual |y purged out. The new swing to the right led to the
famous visit of President Nixon to China in February, 1972 and
the establishnent of diplomatic relations with Japan later in the
same year. In April, 1973 Deng was rehabilitated by the then
Prem er Zhou Enl ai and appointed vice premer but three years
later, with the death of Zhou Enlai, he was ousted again. On
Sept enber 9, 1976 Mao Zedong died and the radicals lost their
maj or i nfluence. Deng again nanaged to stage a coneback and at
the party session of 1977 he was reappointed to all the posts
that he had held prior to his dismssal ie. Vice Chairnman of the
Chi nese Communi st party and nenber of the Politburo and it's
St andi ng Committee.

Due to his own tumul tuous career Deng realizes that constant
changes in the party | eadership, which generally |ead to changes
in policy, hinder the country's progress. His efforts to provide
the country with a stable | eadership after hi mhave, however, not
been very successful partly due to his own liberal policies at

hone and partly due to the conservatives opposition to China's



opening its "doors" to the west.

In 1975 Zhou Enlai started his four nodernisations in the
fields of agriculture, industry, national defence, and science
and technol ogy. These programmes were designed to put China in
the sane | eague as sone of the |eading nations of the world |ike
the United States, Japan and West GCernmany, by the year 2000.

Al though the majority of the Chinese | eadership and the public
realizes that these liberal reforms have yiel ded substantia
results in the last eight years and that it is essential for the
country to inport western technology if it is to achieve its
noder ni zati on goal s, Chi nese politics does not rely on the
"bourgeoi s concept" of denocratic majorities. The desire for
power and personal |ikes and dislikes often take priority over
the country's needs.

Deng's desire to ensure political continuity has received a
severe blow with the forced resignation of his heir apparent, Hu
Yaobang, in January 1987. This was al so a najor setback for the
reformers as it allowed the conservatives, who favour a nore
orthodox brand of socialismand tighter party controls, to seize
the initiative. There is wi despread speculation that Hu's
di sm ssal was nastermnm nded by none | ess that Deng hinsel f because
of Hu's inability to inplenent the nodernization programes in
the spirit they were to enforced in. It is also possible that
Deng nmay have nade Hu the scapegoat to pacify the conservatives
who had becone increasingly critical of Hu along with various
aspects of these reforns. \Whether the conservatives increase
their influence in tine to cone or are purged out by the

reformers is anybody's guess. In any case it is unlikely that the



conservatives would reverse the present liberal trend. They nmay,
at the nost, slow down the pace of the reforms. As it is, of
late, the Chinese |eadership has itself set back the year of
nmoderni zati on from 2000 to 2020. At the Pac Ri m conference, held
in 1986, the vice chairman of the Chinese State Pl anning

Conmi ssion stated that it mght now take China 75 years to get
close to the well devel oped countries pushing the date further to
2062. (9: 31)

Zhao Zhiyang, the sixty seven year old prem er, who has taken
over Hu's chair as the General Secretary of the party lacks Hu's
experience in youth | eague organs but ha acquired a considerabl e
stature as a national |eader. He also does not share Hu's
extensive military background but has had close ties with the
mlitary at both the regional and the national level. The rura
reforns introduced by himas the first party secretary of the
province of Sichuan in late 1975, were so successful that they
were adopted at the national |evel by the third plenum of the
el eventh central commttee in Decenber, 1978. H's standing with
the military is nuch better than Hu's who is not regarded by the
mlitary as a strong and a stable leader. |In fact, it is believed
that the mlitary was instrunmental in successfully resisting
suggestions that Hu replace Deng as the Chairman of the Centra
M litary Conm ssion.

It is obvious that Zhao's major task is to consolidate his
position and tackle the conservatives. Even if he succeedes in
this difficult task eventually, the process is expected to slow
down the reforns which are in the process of inplenentation and
del ay the introduction of new ones. (8:14). |If Zhao is to | eave

the prem ership open there woul d be two candi dated for the job.



These are the two vice premiers Li Peng and Tian Jiyun. Li was
educated in Moscow and is well known in Beijing but not in the
country. He is, to an extent, regarded as a conservative. Tian
Jiyun, on the other hand, is a reformer who has been a cl ose
advi ser to zZhao for the last four years and has a reputation for
far sighted efficiency. (6: 10)

The conservatives feel that it is better to be aligned to an
unfriendly communi st power than to a friendly inperialistic one
and their comng to power is expected to bring in a nodification
of the foreign policy in that they nay | ean towards the East
European countries for their requirenents. The ideology of the
reforners is, perhaps, not nmuch different. In 1980 Deng pointed

out," The infiltration of Bourgeois ideas into Chinais

i nevitable, (but) we shall never allow the worshipping of
capitalist countries at the expense of national pride and dignity
whi | e | earning advanced technol ogy and managenent skills from

t heni'.

The second factor which is of inportance and will affect
Chinese influence in world affairs is the mlitary potential of
the Chinese arnmed forces. According to "The Mlitary Bal ance
1985- 86" published by the International Institute of Strategic
St udi es, London, China's defence expenditure is estimated at $
34.5 billion which nakes it the third highest in the world after
the Soviet Union and the United States. The presence of Chinese
defence firns at international arns exhibitions is becon ng
increasingly noticeable. The People's Liberation Arnmy which

celebrated its sixtieth anniversary in August, 1987 is currently

in the process of nodernizing and reorganizing its 35 Field



Armies into 24 Integrated Mobile Armes. The eleven mlitary

provi nces have been reorganized into seven mlitary regions. The
first of the newy integrated arnmies - the 38th - is already
deployed in the Beijing Mlitary Region and the second in the
Shenyang M litary Region

Chi na has been extrenely successful in its rocket |aunching
programes and since 1970 the Chi nese have put no |l ess than
twenty satellites into space with only two failures. The
tenmporary grounding of the American space programe al so gave a
boost to the Chinese plans. They bagged a contract to put
Mailist, a Swedish conmunication satellite, into space for the
reported sumof $ 19.5 mllion and are believed to be negotiating
with no | ess than eight other countries including Great Britain,
Italy Austria, and Canada. (6:12)

The Chinese al so have a considerabl e nunber of strategic |ong
range mssiles. O these the Dong Feng (East Wnd), a solid
fuelled mssile,is capable of carrying five negaton warheads over
a range of 8,078 nmiles (13,000 Kns.). Looking at the considerable
range of this missile it is interesting to analyze its possible
strategi c enploynment. The arny had equi pped its "59" and "62"
tanks with | aser rangefinders and the integrated arm es are using
the 5.56 mMmm simlar in performance to the Anerican M 16. The 105
nm gun is in use alongwith the i55 nm self propelled howtzer
The arny is also in the process of conputerizing its signals
system (6:13)

The Chinese Air Force has the second hi ghest nunber of
aircraft in the world which are also in the process of
noder ni zation. The F-6 bis fighters (MG 19 variants) already

carry effective radar systens. The H 6 bonbers (Tu-16s) are well



mai ntai ned to effectively deliver the nuclear bonbs held in the
Chi nese arnoury. The Chinese Navy has becone a blue water Navy
wi th nucl ear subnmarines and missile destroyers.In addition to al
this the United States has agreed to supply the Chinese with
transport aircraft, helicopters, flight training systens, aeria
cameras, and certain types of radars as well as Tow anti-tank and
Hawk anti-aircraft mssiles.

The Anerican aid package is designed to sharpen the teeth of
the Chinese Armed Forces and force the Soviets to w thdraw sone
of their forces fromthe East Europeon border and place the on
the Sino-Soviet border where they are nore expensive to maintain.
Al t hough this package has has been carefully thought out to
prevent the use of these weapons or equipnment contrary to the
interests of the United States it is very difficult to ensure it.
Chinais the fifth |largest exporter of arns in the world after
the United Stated, Soviet Union, England and Grance. 1Inits
desire to earn foreign exchange China is very likely to copy them
and sell themto whoever wants themirrespective of other
consi derations. The use of Chinese Silkwormmssiles by Iran to
di srupt the Persian @ulf shipping has no noral inplications for
the Chinese. A future scenario could be the use of similar, if
not these, weapons by the North Koreans agai nst the South
Kor eans.

Al t hough Sino-Anerican trade reached a high mark of $ 7.3
billion |last year making the United States China's third nost
i nportant trading partner the relations between the two countries
have not warmed up enough. The expul sion of "New York Tines"

reporter John Burns in 1986 and two Chi nese di plomats fromthe



United States recently is one such pointer. During the |last one
year the Chinese press has devoted a great deal of its attention
to informits readers about the shortcom ngs of the Anerican
soci ety and the Anerican political system On January 20, |ast
year the "People's Daily" described in detail how the econonic
status of Blacks in Arerica had declined over the past decade.
Taiwan remains a nmajor thorn in Sino Anerican relations. The
Chi nese are obsessed about the reunification of Taiwan with
mai nl and Chi na and have been offering a nunber of incentives to
engineer it. They have even decided to let Hong Kong maintain its
capitalistic profile after it reverts to themin 1997 to display
an exanple of their flexibility. The refusal of Taiwan to even
consi der their porposals nakes the Chinese feel that the United
States is not exerting enough pressure of Taiwan

On the other hand overtures of friendship by the Soviet Union
have yi el ded sone results. After two decades of aninobsity the two
countries have exchanged visits at the vice premier |evel
Cul tural and educational exchanges have reconmenced and the
Chi nese conmuni st party has reestablished ties with its
counterparts in East European countries. Mscowis again actively
assisting the Chinese in nodernizing the old Soviet style
factories which still outnunber the western or west-assisted
ones. A possible reason for this may be the fact that the present
day | eadership, both within the party and the nilitary, has been
educated at a tinme when the Soviet influence in China was at its
peak. Many of the top mlitary officers of today were either
trained in the Soviet Union or in the mlitary acadeni es set up
under Sovi et gui dance.

Chi na has refused to sign the Nuclear Non-proliferation



Treaty and its growi ng nuclear capability has already made it an
entity in the world' s power equation. The econom c reforms and
the gromh rate of country, however, depends on its future
political atmosphere. A change in the country's |eadership during
any time in the future may lead to a change or a reversal in the
econom c or foreign policy and drastically affect the growth
rate. Even though this seens a renote likelihood at this tine the
country's past history is anple proof that one cannot preclude
this possibility.

Deng has over the years reduced the role of the arned forces
in the nation's politics substantially possibly to avenge the
humi i ation suffered by himduring the Cultural Revolution at the
hands of the arny-supported Red Guards. The nodernization of the
arned forces has been given the lowest priority. A few cosnetic
changes in the formof badges of rank and new uniforns have been
made to appease the armed forces. Although the men in uniform
still maintain their high norale how long this |lasts would have
to be seen. The pay and al |l owances of the arned forces are very
| ow conpared to their civilian counterparts. An ordinary soldier
in his first year of service nakes an averge of $ 4.00 a nonth
which is just enough to gain hima single entry into any
provinci al di scotheque. The strength of the arned forces is being
reduced by a mllion in order tohave a qualitatively superior
force as opposed to the nunerically superior one favoured by
"Maoi st" doctrine.

The rehabilitati on of these nmen is expected to pose a
substantial problemfor the Chinese | eadership. To add to this,

despite extrenely strict famly planni ng neasures, the country's



popul ation is expected to cross the two billion mark by the year
2050. The econom cs of enploying and feeding these people and the
present fay problenms of inflation and the rapidly rising cost of
living is going to be major worry of the future | eaders. An
appreci ation of these factors will not make it very difficult to
visualize a China of the future nurturing expansioni st tendencies
and flexing its muscles to take what it needs or desires.

It is already apparent that, as the Chinese economi c and
mlitary power is increasing it is becom ng nore and nore
involved in regional and world affairs. |n Decenber, 1985 W
Xuequi an, the Chinese Foreign mnister, stated that, "China wll
not sit with arns folded if Vietnaminvades Thail and, (but)

.will take forceful neasures with Thailand. These "forcefu
nmeasur es" have been the delivery of tank and artillery by the
Chinese to Thailand. By 1986 the Chinese had al so supplied
Paki stan with el even hundred type "59" tanks, twenty four fast
attack craft, and nore than two hundred frontline fighter
aircraft (with over a hundred nore on order). |In Africa the
Congo, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Sonalia, Tanzania, Zaire, Zamnbia, and
Zi mbabwe possess Chi nese equi pnent. (2:24)

The econom c probl ens being faced by the the Soviet Union are
expected to relegate its econony to the fourth position by the
year 2010 causing a decrease of its influence of China wll
gradual Iy change the bipolar world as it exists today. Although
this is not likely to occur till we are well into the next
century what happens to the Chinese till then is what happens to
every fourth human in the world and is surely an influene on the

di stiny of mankind on the planet Earth.
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